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most fathers he did his share of "walking the floor5*
at night with troublesome babies.

Father keeps in closer touch with all his children
than most parents would do. No matter how busy
he may be he spends a few minutes every morning
ringing up one or two or all of them. He is keenly
interested in their affairs whether great or small,
and prouder of their minor achievements than of his
own part in the affairs of the world. When they get
into difficulties he will move heaven and earth to
get them out* When they quarrel he helps them to
patch it up. If their babies are ill, he shows himself
a very medical encyclopaedia. He knows what
will give babies indigestion, and will tell you exactly
what to give them for stomach-ache. When major
troubles arise he is equally solicitous and helpful.

I have caused one or two commotions in my
own life but cannot recall one word of blame or
criticism from father, though many a word of advice
and help. A public man is always liable to be "shot
at" because of the doings of his children; and one
hears and reads a lot about the responsibility of
bearing an honoured name and of fathers who live
under the threat of discredit which their children
may bring upon them. Father never thought he
was good enough to blame anybody, least of all his
sons and daughters, because of their personal affairs:
his own anxieties financial, domestic and political
have filled him with wisdom and understanding.

He is one of the humblest men on earth. I think
all great men are humble, whether they are clever